
Spay & Neuter Your Pets

 

    Spaying and neutering your 
pet is very important.  Not only 
will it keep you from having to 
deal with an unwanted litter of 
puppies or kittens, it will also 
insure that your pets live a long, 
healthy, and more comfortable 
life. 

    Spaying your female dog or 
cat before her first estrous cycle
(that is, before she goes into 
“heat”) greatly reduces her 
chances of developing mam-
mary cancer and uterine infec-
tions, which are common occur-
rences in unaltered females.   

    Neutering your male dog or 
cat prevents testicular tumors 
and may prevent prostate prob-
lems.  Neutering also decreases 
the possibility of perennial tu-
mors and hernias, which are 
commonly observed in older, 
unaltered dogs.  Dogs and cats 
that “fixed” are less likely to 
develop negative behaviors 

such as aggression, urinary 
marking and the urge to roam 
in search of a mate.   

    Every year thousands of ani-
mals are euthanized in shelters 
across the country, and many 
animals at shelters are a result 
of accidental breeding by free-
roaming, unaltered pets.   The 
more pets that are spayed and 
neutered, the fewer animals will 
have to euthanized. 

     Many people think that it is 
best to let their pet have one 
litter before the pet is spayed.  
Medical evidence indicates just 
the opposite.  In fact, the evi-
dence shows that females 
spayed before their first heat 
are typically healthier.  Many 
veterinarians now sterilize dogs 
and cats as young as eight 
weeks of age.  Check with your 
veterinarian about the appropri-
ate time for these procedures. 

    Another common misconcep-
tion is that the pet will get fat 
and lazy after he/she get 
“fixed”.  The truth is, that most 
pets get fat and lazy because 
their owners feed them too 
much and don’t give them 
enough exercise. 

    In a recent study, only 2.8% 
of the entire dog population get 
fat after a spay.   
Breed more common in getting 
fat after a spay are: beagles, 
carin terriers, king charles span-
iels, cocker spaniels, dachs-
hunds, and Labrador retrievers. 

    If all this information is not 
enough to convince you that 
spaying or neutering is good for 
your pet, chew on this.  An esti-
mated 12 million dogs and cats 
in shelters are euthanized every 
year.  That is over 70% of all 
cats and kittens and over  50% 
of all dogs and puppies. 
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Spay/ Neuter Month Discounts

 

1. Free rabies vaccination with every spay/neuter. 

      The vaccination may be for the dog or cat getting spayed/neutered, or for another of the 
owner’s dog or cat.  If the dog or cat has been recently vaccinated, a credit may be used to the 
client’s account for the free vaccination.  This credit would be valid for one year. 

2. Discounts are for elective spays or neuters only.  Dogs or cats that are in heat or have 
other reproductive complications are excluded from this discount. 

3. Discounts are valid from Feb. 1, 2008 thru Feb. 29, 2008  

         Canine spay regular price $90.20 discounted price $73.50 

         Canine neuter regular price $76.30 discounted price $61.00 

          

         Feline spay  regular price $70.20 discounted price $59.50 

         Feline neuter regular price $44.00 discounted price $31.00 

         Feline neuter—3 or more cats   receive discount of $25.oo  

Dates  To Remember :

 

January 1– New Year’s Day 

February 2-Groundhog Day 

February 14-Valentine’s Day 

February 18-President’s Day 



    Did you or your child receive a new horse for Christmas?  Or do you have a horse and just have a 
few questions and don’t know who to ask?  Well, hopefully this article will help answer your questions. 

    First of all you need to make sure that your horse has an adequate supply of fresh hay that is dust 
and mold free.  Some horses are allergic to the molds and these molds can make it difficult for them to 
breath.  Make sure that the horses water source is clean (warm water in the winter).  Another thing to 
offer your horse is a mineral block and a salt block,  giving it free choice, as they will not eat more than 
they need of these.  Horses enjoy eating grass and forages; they do not need grain to maintain their 
weight.  However, if your horse is to be used regularly or is in training, you may need to supplement your horse with some grain. 

    Your horse should also have some sort of wind break or shelter to protect them from harsh Nebraska weather. 

    Keeping your horses feet well trimmed will help keep your horse sound and able to navigate over the frozen terrain, rocky pas-
tures, and gravel roads.  We recommend having your horse trimmed every 6 weeks.  We have a list of farriers that come to the 
surrounding communities, so please give us a call for a phone number. 

    If your horse was in great condition and now appears to be losing weight, here are two things to check.  The first thing that 
should be checked is your horses’ teeth.  Sometimes the way “Trigger”  chews his food can cause uneven wear and may in turn 
cause sharp points on the teeth and will then cause your horse pain and make him not want to eat.  Signs of a painful mouth are, 
of course: losing weight, while chewing food your horse tends to slobber or lose grain from his mouth, or when bridling your horse, 
he acts different.  These are all signs that your horse may have bad teeth and it is time to have your veterinarian check.  A horse 
dental is relatively painless.  Your horse is sedated and then we will float the teeth by filing down the sharp points.   
Another thing to consider is, “Trigger’s” dewormer.  A good deworming program is essential for horses of any age, shape or size.  
The average horse should be dewormed quarterly and the dewormer should be rotated. 

    Your horse will also need to be vaccinated.  There are many different vaccines out there, so I will tell you the diseases that you 
need to vaccinate for and we carry all of them:  Equine Sleeping Sickness (Eastern and Western), equine influenza, West Nile, 
Tetanus, and Rabies.  You may say to yourself, your horse never travels any where so why should I bother with vaccinating him?  
Well, just so you know, a lot of the viruses are transferred to your horse by a mosquito bit and as you all know mosquitoes are 
everywhere. 

    The last item to worry about when being a horse owner is to make sure that your horse gets plenty of ……….Love and Atten-
tion.  Horses enjoy the attention they get; either by just talking to them or brushing them. 

    If you have any horse questions, please feel free to give us a call and we will be able to help you and “Trigger”. 

General Horse Care and Management
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Ear mites are tiny mites that live on the 
surface of the ear canal skin of cats (or 
dogs).  They are barely visible to the 
human eye.  An infestation produces 
tiny black specks, similar to coffee 
grounds.  Ear mites can multiply 
quickly prior to detection. 

How will ear mites affect my cat?  The 
mite infestation is usually detected 
because the cat displays irritation in 
the ear by scratching.  The ear may 
become red and inflamed, and skin 
diseases may result from the ear mite 
infestation. 

How do I prevent my cat from getting 
ear mites?  Ear mites can multiply 
quickly prior to detection, so its impor- 

Ear Mites in Cats

 

tant to check your cat’s ear if it is scratch-
ing them often or if the ears appear red 
and inflamed.  Ear mites are transmitted 
through social interaction with other in-
fested cats, so all pets should be 
checked regularly at home and by your 
veterinarian for possible ear mite infesta-
tion.  Ear mites are treatable with a num-
ber of products currently on the market.  
Because the infestation is easily trans-
mitted between animals, all animals in 
the household (both cats and dogs) 
should be treated for ear mites.   

Can humans be harmed by ear 
mites?  Ear mites are not generally 
considered a risk to humans. 

If your cat (or dog) is 
showing any the signs 
mention here, please con-
tact our clinic to set up an 
appointment.  The sooner 
treatment is started,  the better it is for  
your pets health. 



Scoring Can Improve Profits
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Scoring cows on the basis of body condi-
tion can be an effective management 
tool for enhancing reproductive perform-
ance within the cow herd.  Normal repro-
ductive function requires a certain level 
of fat reserves.  Research indicates that 
there is a strong link between BCS and 
reproductive performance, percentage of 
open cows, calving interval and calf vigor 
at birth.  Evaluating body condition also 
allows for efficient use of feed resources. 

Body condition scores basically 
describe the degree of fatness of a cow.  
A numerical range of 1 to 9 identifies 
varying degrees of fatness, with 1 being 
very thin and 9 being excessively fat.  
Gut fill, hair coat and body weight should 
not be used to evaluate body condition.  
For consistent herd evaluations, a single 
individual should score cattle over suc-
cessive years. 

A cow in “thin” condition is an-
gular and bony with minimal fat over the 
backbone, ribs, hooks, and pins.  There 
is no visible fat around the tail head or 
brisket.  A cow with a BCS of 5 has in-
creased fat cover over the ribs with only 
the last two ribs visible, there is some fat 
over the hooks and pins and the back-
bone is no longer visible.  Cows with 
BCS of 6 to 7 become fleshy with ribs no 
longer visible.  There is also fat around 
the tail head and the brisket.  An over 
conditioned cow is smooth and boxy with 
bone structure hidden from sight or 
touch.  She may have large protruding 

fat deposits (pones) around the tail 
head and on the pin bones. 

On average, most beef cows 
score in the range of 3 to 7 throughout 
the year.  A cow is expected to be in 
optimal body condition (5-7) before 
calving.  She may lose condition after 
calving and possibly into the breeding 
season.  She may gain condition and 
weight as weaning approaches. 

The ideal body condition for 
profitability in mature beef cows is 5.5 
with an acceptable range of 5 to 7.  
The ideal BCS for first calf heifers at 
calving is 6 due to their requirements 
of growth in addition to lactation.  Thin 
cows have difficulty rebreeding.  Re-
search shows that cows scoring 4 or 
less experience pregnancy rates of 
60% and lower.  Fat cows, however, 
are prone to calving problems 
(particularly first calf heifers), and ex-
cessive feed costs. 

Body condition scores allow 
producers, veterinarians, nutritionist 
and researchers to communicate more 
effectively.  For on-farm application 
grouping cows using a BCS range is 
more practical. Establish cow groups 
on the basis of thin (1-4), moderate (5-
7), and fat (8-9) body condition. 

Feed costs can be lowered 
without sacrificing reproductive per-
formance by sorting cows on the basis 
of body condition score.  Higher quality 

feedstuffs can be used for thin cows 
and lower quality for fat cows.  Im-
proving the condition of a cow during 
the first 60 days after calving is al-
most impossible due to the high nu-
tritional requirements of lactation.  
Therefore, now is the time to improve 
the condition of your spring calving 
cows.  Your veterinarian or nutrition-
ist can help you formulate a ration to 
provide the necessary average daily 
gain for your cows to reach a BCS of 
5.5 by calving. 

Evaluating the body condi-
tion of your herd can improve herd 
health, feed-resource management, 
reproductive performance and calf 
weaning weights.  Now is the time to 
ensure good pregnancy rates next 
year. 

We would like to address 
your questions or concerns in our 
next column, any veterinary topic is 
welcome.  Please send your ques-
tions or concerns to Dr. Merrill at 
Willow Creek Veterinary Services, 
P.C., P.O. Box 123 in Pierce or email 
to smerrill@willocreekvet.com. 

Announcing Individualized Herd Health Protocols for your Cattle

 
We are pleased to announce a new service 
from our clinic—the Integrated Herd Health 
Planner (IHHP) from Pfizer Animal Health.  
The IHHP is an innovative new planning 
tool that allows us to efficiently customize a 
unique herd health protocol specifically for 
your operation.  This customized protocol 
takes into consideration your personal 
management practices and individual herd 
challenges. 

The first step toward enrolling in the IHHP 
is to answer a set of standardized ques-
tions about your current operation.  Using 
the information you provide, we can then 
customize and identify dates for vaccina-
tions, synchronizations, examinations and 
other herd health events throughout the 
year. 

The IHHP will allow us to: 

Customize a unique animal health 
event calendar specifically for your 
herd. 

Develop a shopping list, which allows 
you to better plan your animal health 
product purchases. 

Improve our clinic’s understanding of 
the unique health challenges of your 
operation. 

Provide better coordination of ser-
vices, such as pregnancy and breed-
ing soundness exams. 

To find out more about this exciting 
new planning tool, please contact 
us.  We’d be happy to tell you more 
about it, and to provide you with the 
initial questionnaire that will help us 
both get started. 
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be injured.  Veterinary Pet Insur-
ance is a twenty-year-old com-
pany founded by Veterinarian 
Dr. Jack Stephens, which offers 
several options for insuring 
pets.  Some plans cover only 
accidents or illness, while oth-
ers help cover routine preven-
tive care such as vaccinations, 
heartworm testing, and dental 
exams. 

In general pet insurance poli-
cies do not cover inherited con-
ditions, such as treatment for 
hip dysplasia in large breed 
dogs, or glaucoma in Cocker 
Spaniels, so pet health insur-
ance is not beneficial in every 
situation. 

Willow Creek Veterinary Ser-
vices does not endorse any 

There have been many ad-
vances in veterinary medicine 
over the last decade, just as 
there have been in human 
medicine.  We have better tech-
nology, more highly trained 
specialists, and more new medi-
cines that ever before.  This 
makes it a great time to be a 
pet owner, because we can help 
pets live longer with better qual-
ity of life. 

Unfortunately, as with human 
medicine, the inflation rate for 
veterinary medicine is higher 
than the overall inflation rate.  
There are growing numbers of 
pet owners who have taken out 
insurance policies to help cover 
the costs of veterinary care 
should their pet become ill, or 

individual insurance plan, but 
we do want our clients to know 
that pet insurance is available 
should you want to purchase it. 

For more information about 
policies from VPI, call their toll 
free number at 1-800-872-
7387 or we have brochures 
available at the clinic.   

Pet Insurance Can Be Worth It

 

Where your animal’s 
health is our top 

priority. 

Small animal 
treatment must 
be paid the day 
of service. We 
accept cash, 
checks, held 
checks and 
charge cards. 


